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Actually I used very little from these books, with certain positive exceptions. I read in them for background, saturation, mood. Every writer evolves, eventually, his own technique; he has to solve his own problems in his own peculiar way. I cannot learn much from reading except to fill gaps. I have to feel, hear, see. I read about a state or section of the country or a problem after, not before, I wrote my own text, as a general rule. Thus I had the sometimes pleasant and sometimes disconcerting experience of learning what I myself had missed.
Among works of reference I must mention first the long series of volumes in the American Guide Series, which, though of unequal merit, are all of substantial value if only because nothing exists like them. To save space, I do not include the separate state titles below. I read in or glanced at all forty-eight volumes on the states except those on Utah, the Dakotas, Georgia, Idaho, and Virginia, which were unobtainable when I wanted them. Also let me give especial credit to the Home Book of Quotations, edited by Burton Stevenson, and Bartlett's Familiar Quotations as revised by Christopher Morley and Louella D. Everett; many of the quotations I used as chapter or section heads came from these elephantine and invaluable tomes. I used the Encyclopaedia Britannica steadily, the Dictionary of American Biography, the World Almanac of course, the Statistical Abstract of the United States, various other almanacs and handbooks, and a useful volume published in Chicago by the Council of State Governments, called The Book of the States, 1945-1946.
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